
Goal-2017: $5,000.00 
Given to Date: $3,396.00 

From My Heart  
 

One of the things that I have a tendency of 
doing, and maybe other pastors do this too, is 
see how we did this year compared to last year.  
I also realize other occupations do the same 
thing. 
 

How did we do as a church statistically from 
October 2016-September 2017?  In some areas, good and other 
areas, not so good. 
 

In the area of Sunday School, we had the highest average 
attendance since 2013.  Amy Haggard served as our Sunday 
School Director for most of 2017 before handing the reigns over to 
Eric and Katrina Smith in September.  We increased in both 2016 
and 2017.  Let’s keep reaching out to our members, regular 
attenders, and anyone who does not have a small group Bible 
Study. 
 

Our largest gathering is our Sunday Morning Celebration.  This 
year we slipped five persons per Sunday.  That’s not much, but in 
2018, we want to turn that around.  How we can do it—if you come 
to Sunday School stay for worship.  Of course invite, reach out, 
and encourage those who have dropped out to return. 
 

What would happen if those who leave after Sunday School 
stayed for worship and those who came for worship only came 
earlier for Sunday School.  Mmmm, that might be an idea to try one 
Sunday in 2018. 
 

At the same time we lost an average of five on Sunday morning, 
we picked up an average of five on Sunday evenings.  Phillip and I 
try really hard to have something that is edifying and helpful on 
Sunday evenings.  Don’t forget about worship on Sunday 
evenings. 
 

I love a good choir!  Our choir not only continues to bless the 
Lord and worshippers, but has increased in number. 
 

The real heartbreaker is the number of baptisms we haven’t had.  
Since we don’t re-baptize folks who have scripturally been 
baptized, baptisms are an indicator of new converts and those who 
were not scripturally baptized desiring to follow the New Testament 
pattern.  Although, we have had a few folks saved that have not 
been baptized, this area is an area we need to pray over and give 
attention to in 2018. 
 

Financially, we dipped a little, however, since this statistical study 
stopped in September, October and November rebounded nicely 
for 2017.  With one Sunday to go, December is looking strong. 
 

In the intangibles, fellowship, unity, focus, ministries, and so forth, 
from my vantage point, we are looking good. 
 

Here’s the question:  What will we look like this time in 2018?  
Let’s pray “the Lord of the harvest” (Matthew 9:38) for a harvest 
and labor as if the whole harvest depends upon us. 
 

Glad to be your pastor, 
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New Building Fund Given (thru 12-31-16) .............................. $632,216.16 

New Building Fund Given since January ................................... $2,105.00 

Total Given ............................................................................ $634,321.16 
 

New Building Fund balance as of November 30, 2017 ..... $610,461.22 
(This total includes deduction for expenses and additions from interest earned.) 

 

 

 

 
 

Through December 24, 2017 (52 weeks) 

Budget Goal ........................................................................... $335,565.00 

Budget Given ......................................................................... $313,235.25 

Difference ............................................................................... ($22,329.75) 

Budget Expenses (thru 11-30-17) .......................................... $301,395.05 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2018 Corrected Proposed 
Budget of $334,573.00 Adopted 

 
 



 
 
Happy New Year!!  I truly cannot wait to see what 2018 has in 
store for the ladies of SSBC. 
 

We’re not wasting any time that’s for sure!  Our Secrets 
Savored Book 2 class will be starting on Wednesday, January 
10!  Book 1 classes were an amazing experience for our ladies, 
and we’re hoping to see some new faces for the Book 2 class. 
 

Our Lottie Moon Offering for International Missions goal was 
set at $5,000 for 2017.  The people of SSBC have given 
$3,396.00.  December may be over, but you can still give. 
 

If you haven’t already done so, mark your calendar for April 6-8.   
The 2018 project:JOY Women’s Ministry Retreat is going to be 
unbelievable.  We are excited to see some new and old faces 
this year.  Please be sure to have your deposit of $60 turned in 
by Sunday, January 21.  The total amount to attend is $120.  
We will be going to a new facility this year, and we know you’ll 
love it! 
 

Thanks for serving with us, 
project:JOY team 

Jen 
615-202-8922 
projectjoy.ssbc@gmail.com 

 
 

New Resolve 
The new year normally brings about New Year's Resolutions that seem to get broken within a 
month or two of being made.  Scientific studies show that making precise strategies will make you 
more successful at obtaining these goals (i.e. doing 30 crunches and 20 squats a night versus 
saying you're going to exercise).  Even still, many of us look back at the end of the year and think, 
“Well, there went another year down where I didn't succeed.”  (If you can even remember your 
goal!)  The reason we fail at these is because we are relying on ourselves.  Our greater resolve 
should be focused on making every day of the year about our Lord Jesus Christ; not just 
Christmas or Easter or when things are really good or really bad.  This is a much easier goal to 

obtain because we don't have to do it alone!  He is there to help carry us through the process!  He won't let us give up.  He won't 
give up on us.  He helps us to see the small changes that are being made and allows others to see those changes as well.  Why 

not make a New Life Resolution in 2018? Katrina & Eric 

 
 

We’ve been looking each month at healthy tensions in our worship.  If 
you’ve missed the first four tensions, please email Beverly in the 
church office for copies. 
 

Healthy Tension #5:  Planned versus Spontaneous.  As I plan 
worship, I feel this tension very tangibly.  I’m a planner.  I like to 
rehearse.  I like to know how things are going to go.  But my heart and 
soul desperately yearn for the Lord to show up in our meetings, and 
sometimes, I can be so focused on executing the plan that I pass right 
by the moment where the Lord wants to interject in a mighty way! 
 

Here’s a simple example.  As the worship moves through the morning, 
I may feel the prompting of the Spirit to stop and speak some brand 
new thought that just came into my head.  But remember, I like to 
plan, and I definitely like to work out what I say ahead of time because 
I want to always remain biblically grounded.  Fear of saying the wrong 
thing may cause me to remain silent, and thereby, exclude the Holy 
Spirit’s leading in that moment through me. 
 

Other worship leaders do not like to plan much, and they gather for 
worship with some thoughts about how the service will go.  They are 
totally dependent on “in the moment” thoughts guided by the Spirit, 
and they are good at listening to the Holy Spirit’s promptings. 
 

I would suggest there must be a balance.  The Holy Spirit can infuse 
both the planning process and the active worship service.  In fact, the 
Holy Spirit must infuse both! 
 

OK, so how does this apply to you as a worshipper when you 
gather for worship with your church family? 
 

Let me ask you some questions to ponder and answer. 
 

1.  Do you ever plan for worship ahead of time by asking God what He 
might want to do in, for, and through you, and then listening for His 
answer?  Or do you usually just show up? 

2.  Who is most responsible for leading you in worship?  God?  Your 
worship leaders?  You? 

3.  When is the last time that God showed up in, through, or to you in 
worship in a most unexpected, spontaneous way?  Would you like 
to see Him do that more or less often? 

4.  What hindrances are there for you in both planning for and being 
spontaneous in your worship times?  Do you ever sense the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit to speak a word or give a testimony, 
yet you squelch that prompting due to some fear? 

 

I would encourage you to plan and be spontaneous!  You probably 
pick out your clothes, write your offering check, set your alarm, etc. all 
on Saturday night.  How much more should we spend time asking the 
Holy Spirit what God wants to do for us before we even get to 
Sunday? 
 

And then as we gather, how deeply do you yearn for the fresh wind of 
the Holy Spirit to fall upon our worship times, like in Acts 2?  Let’s not 
let fear stop us from being spontaneous.  Pray for me in these ways, 
and I will be praying for you! 
 Blessings, 

 Pastor Phillip 
 859-635-6554 
 phillipbrunner@me.com 

Sunday School 

Come join us for  
Fuel Worship Service 

(students 6th-12th grade) on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

From the Garage, 

Gathering Together for Worship  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well another door closes and another door opens.  2017 is over 
and 2018 has arrived.  First, I want to thank all the leaders for 
what they have done, not only for me personally, but also for the 
student ministry, and the love and compassion they have not 
only for God but for the students as well.  God has done great 
things in 2017.  He has shown his love, faithfulness, and 
compassion to all.  We have had several visitors over the past 
year to join us, we have had several students teach lessons and 
step up as leaders.  I can’t wait to see what God is going to do 
this year.  He always goes above and beyond all expectations.  
Please continue to pray for your student ministry as we seek 
God and all that he has for us.  Let’s all prepare the way for 
Jesus.  I want to throw out a challenge to everyone.  Let’s all 
make a point to lead at least two people to Christ this coming 
year. 

 project:JOY 



Sympathy 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to the family of 
Steve Fesler, in his death. 

Ignite Kids Ministry 

Note of Thanks SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 8:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
 6:00 p.m. Evening Praise Service 
  Kingdom Movers Children’s Ministry 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Discipleship Training 
  Nursery:  birth-2 yrs. 
  Mission Friends:  3 yrs.-K 
  Children in Action (co-ed missions 

program grades 1-5) 
  Youth Fuel Worship Service 
  Special Friends Class 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our 
Church 
Schedule 

 
 
 
 1  NEW YEAR’S DAY - CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

14 6:45 p.m. Regular Monthly Business Meeting 

18 11:00 a.m. WCBA Executive Board, WCBA Office 

20 1:00 p.m. Silver Springers Soup & Chili, SSBC 

21  project:JOY Ladies Retreat Deposit Due-$60 

26 6:00 p.m. Ignite Kids Game Night, SSBC 

28 2:00 p.m. WCBA Quarterly Singing, Mt. Olivet 

  6:00 p.m. Lord’s Supper 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Thank you for the prayers, food, and cards during the loss of my 
husband, Turner Bradford. 
 Betty Bradford 
 

Words cannot express our gratitude for your kindness and support 
as we send my father on his eternal journey. 
 With Much Love, 
 Richard (Keith) 
 (George Davis’ son) 

 Yumi, & Celeste Davis 
 

Brother Russ, 
Thank you so much for the graduation keychain and recognition 
service.  I appreciate everything you do for our church and the 
wisdom and knowledge you share.  I am blessed to be a part of 
Silver Springs Baptist Church. Love, 
 Cory Rogers 
 

Thank you all so very much for dropping off the lovely bags of 
goodies!  We all appreciate how much care and love went in to 
putting them together.  We hope to be back to church very soon.  
Just a little bump in the road has changed our life for a while.  May 
God bless all of you. Love & Hugs, 
 June & Paul Wieloszynski 
 Doris & Irene 
 

Let me take this opportunity and means to say thank you to each of 
you for your many expressions of love to Theresa and myself during 
the Christmas time.  Each card, gift, and verbal well wish is 
cherished by us.  Also, we appreciate the gift provided for us in the 
church budget. Love, 
 Russ & Theresa 

 
 

Christmas Cards 
Christmas cards were sent to our church by: 

 TDS 

 Girl Scout Troop 425 

 Art Giles & Associates, Inc. 

 Southern Mutual Church Insurance Company 

 Tennessee Baptist Adult Homes 

 Moss’ Flower Shop 

 Tennessee Baptist Foundation Staff 

 Wilson Bank & Trust 

 June & Paul Wieloszynski, Doris & Irene 

 

Inclement Weather Plan 
Silver Springs will strive to meet every 
appointed time.  However, when services must 
be altered, please call the church office for a 

recorded message (615-758-7853).  If services are 
as scheduled please use your good judgment concerning your 
attendance.  We will notify the local TV stations of changes.  
You may check the Silver Springs website:  
www.silverspringsbaptist.com. 

 
 

Here are pictures of just a few of the exciting things the 
Preschool and Children's department has been doing.  There is 
nothing like seeing a child get excited about learning about 
God's perfect love. 



Kenny & Allison 

Young Adult Ministry 
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"Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it.  Then you will be 
prosperous and successful." – Joshua 1:8 
 

I’m pretty certain most Christians would agree that they desire to 
grow in the word in the New Year.  It may not always seem like it 
in this time-pressured world we live in, but spending time with God 
and reading His Word is the most important part of your day.  
Regular reading in God's Word is not optional. It's a necessity! 
 
 
 
 
 

A Bible reading plan will help you grow in God’s word. 
First and foremost, the Bible is essential for knowing God and His 
will for our lives.  Apart from God’s Word, mankind would never 
learn the all-important message of salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  His Word also gives direct instruction to believers 
on how we should act in every circumstance.  God’s inspired and 
inerrant Word was given for many reasons:  to teach us, rebuke 
us, correct us, and instruct us in righteousness; it was also given 

so that we may be complete and equipped for every good work (2 

Timothy 3:16–17). 
 

It takes about 70 hours to read the Bible from cover to cover.  
That’s less time than the average American spends in front of the 
television every month.  In other words, if most people would exchange 
their TV time for Scripture reading, they’d finish reading the entire Bible in four 
weeks or less.  If that sounds unworkable, consider this:  In no more 
than fifteen minutes a day you can read through the Bible in less 
than a year’s time. 
 

Do You Have a Bible Reading Plan? Our church library is happy to 
assistant you!  www.ligonier.org is just one of many sites that offer 
suggestions for Bible Reading.  In 2018 commit to read and study 
God’s Word regularly in order to better know God, His Son, and 
His will.  You may be surprised how doable reading the Bible 
through really is. 
 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  (Psalm 119:105) 
 

From the Library 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Silver Springers 
(Senior Adults) 

Soup & Chili Lunch 
January 20  1:00 p.m. 

Silver Springs Baptist Church 
 
 
 
 

Winter Seminary Extension Classes 
Begins January 22  5:00 p.m. 
Course:  The Gospel of John 

Cost:  $160 plus textbook 
 
 

Ignite Kids Game Night 
(Children’s Ministry) 

January 26  6:00 p.m. 
Silver Springs Baptist Church 

Refreshments Provided 

 
 

Quarterly Sunday Gospel Singing 
January 28  2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Mt. Olivet Baptist Church 
Wesley Vaughn, Coordinator 

 
 

Associational Evangelism Rally 
February 5  6:30 p.m. 
West Hills Baptist Church 

Dr. Ronnie Owens, Evangelist 
Dr. David Evans, guest speaker 

January 11  7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
Faith Baptist Church 

1602 North Gallatin Road 
Madison, Tennessee 
(Next door to Home Depot) 

pray4tn.com 

 
 

Well 2017 has come and gone, but we have had some really 
good times in the Young Adult Ministry!  We have enjoyed some 
fun events like the Escape Game and Millers Thrillers, and had 
some great Bible studies like Not A Fan and Big Questions.  We 
are praying that 2018 will be an even bigger year in our ministry 
as we strive to focus on missions and personal growth as 
Christians.  The College and Career Sunday School Class has 
been challenged to partake in a daily Bible reading plan.  We 
also plan to find several missions or a long term mission 
opportunity to dive into this coming year.  A goal for 2018 is to 
have a bigger presence on the Cumberland University campus 
as we continue helping the BCM minister to the students by 
providing meals and participating in move in day for students.  
We are excited for 2018 and we know the young adults in this 
group are ready to make an impact for God. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%203.16%E2%80%9317
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%203.16%E2%80%9317
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20119.105

